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Students gleefully exit chapel Wednesday morning after being dismissed from classes for the day. 
SNOW DAY LIFTS SPIRITS 
HU cancels Wednesday, Thursday classes for Southern 'Snowpocalypse' 
by BISON STAFF 
To the roar of student cheers, President David Burks 
canceled classes during chapel Wednesday due to extreme 
weather conditions students labeled as the "Snowpocalypse" 
that morning. 
At about 8 a.m. Wednesday, according to Weather 
Underground, "snow freezing fog" began to fall rapidly in 
Searcy, covering the roads, sidewalks and Harding's campus. 
Thursday's classes were also canceled. The snowstorm hit 
multiple Southern states, including Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Tennessee and Kentucky. 
Much to the delight of the Harding student body, the snow 
day gave a break from the stress of classes, work and tests. 
'Tm glad we're having [the snow day] because l don't have 
to go to class, and I get more days to study and catch up on 
everything I don't get to do during the week," sophomore 
Jordan Bissonnette said. 
Bissonnette said she used the day to sleep, send notecards, 
study and, of course, participate in the campuswide snowball 
I get . more days to study and 
catch up on everything I don't 
get to do during the week. 
-Jordan Bissonnette 
sophomore 
fight Wednesday afternoon. 
Other snow day activities included a "Post-Snowpocalypse 
Movie Day" at the Honors House, sledding and video games 
in several parts of the Hammon Student Center. 
Faculty also welcomed the chance to step away from 
lesson plans and spenci time with their families. 
"I have always loved snow days," Dr.Jim Miller, profes-
sor of communication, said Wednesday after chapel. "[My 
kids and I] are going to put on our snow gear, and there's a 
hill right by our house that we're going to go on, and then 
we'll come in and have hot chocolate and sit by the fire 
and warm up." 
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HUG students 
feel effects of 
Egyptian conflict 
by JESS ARDREY 
opinions editor 
The chaos in Egypt is all 
over every major news outlet, 
be it print, Web or TV. And 
while it might feel like a world 
away, its effects are very real 
to some Harding students. 
HUG, Harding's overseas 
program in Greece, has yet 
to be in session for an entire 
month and is already seeing 
the effects of the turmoil. 
HUG director Dr. Mike 
James said it will probably 
affect the group's travel. 
"Our travel window is rather 
narrow, and excursions for a 
group of 40 takes time and 
planning," James said. "The 
outlook is not good presently. 
However, if we cannot go to 
Egypt, we have some other 
very amazing locations to see." 
Some of the possible places 
include Turkey, England, Rus-
sia, Scandinavia or another 
European country. 
"A lot of people here 
actually came because we 
thought we'd get to see the 
pyramids or tour the Nile. 
And now finding out that 
we were so close to getting 
to go, it's disappointing," 
sophomore HUG student 
Roxanne Moaveni said. 
Before the outbreak, Egypt's 
attitude toward visitors had 
always been positive. 
"Egypt has been very 
friendly to American tourists 
in the past,"James said. "There 
have never been threats or 
Even though 
[the students] 
really want to 
go, they realize 
that threats 
like these 
are serious 
business. 
-Mike James 
HUG director 
opponents as we've traveled." 
But changes are happening 
fast in Egypt. The directors 
are taking measures to stay 
informed by keeping an eye 
on the Al-Jazeera Network, 
BBC and Fox News, as well 
as other sources. They are also 
being open with the students 
about the effects. 
"We talk about it, pray 
about it and discuss it,"James 
said. "They know about the 
threat to our travel. Even 
though they really want to 
go, they realize that threats 
like these are serious business. 
They understand." 
With these kinds of 
threats and uncertainty, it is 
expected that parents would 
be up in arms. 
"My parents are worried, 
but they know that the faculty 
here would risk their lives for 
our own. It's really like a big 
family here, and we all watch 
out for each other," Moaveni 
said. "They know I'm safe." 
-SEE HUG PG. 2A 
Freshmen face rising stress rates, UCLA study says 
by AERIAL 
WHITING 
asst. copy editor 
An annual survey by UCLA's Higher 
Education Research Institute found that 
the emotional health of students entering 
college is at its lowest point since the start 
of the survey in 1985, according to an article 
in The New York Times. 
The survey, "The American Freshman: 
Test 
90 minute nap 
after studYimi 
and before 
fest time. 
Creativity Boost 
90 minute nap 
BEFORE 2 P.m. 
Alertness 
Take a - caffeine nap .. bll drinkina coffee 
or soda and immediatelY takiru! a I 5·20 minute naP. 
UPCOlllinl! All-nil!hter At least 25 minute nap durim.Hhe dall. 
National Norms 2010,"reported that 52 per-
cent of incoming freshmen rated themselves 
last year as having above-average emotional 
health, down from 64 percent 25 years ago, 
when the survey began collecting data. 
The New York Times article, "Record 
Level of Stress Found in College Freshmen," 
suggested that economic concerns may be 
weighing on students, especially in light 
of college debt, job scarcity and financial 
strain on parents. 
and a higher cost of living. 
"I think kids are worried about their 
loans and their bills and all, and college is 
so out there now, so expensive," McLeod 
said. "It's just almost impossible with the 
Disabilities Director Teresa McLeod 
said she agreed that the economy is likely 
weighing on students, citing rising tuition 
Rwandan students share trials 
by SARAH KYLE 
editor in chief 
by KYLIE AKINS 
news editor 
As part of a campuswide effort to promote reconciliation, 
a group of Rwandan students shared their stories of pain and 
healing during the Rwandan genocide, speaking to a packed 
Cone Chapel Monday night. 
Prosper Majyambere, Regis Ngaboyfsonga, Alex Rugema, 
Patrfck Niyibizf and Amlam Niragire told a story unique to 
their country, one ofimmense pain and powerful healing. 
Student Association President Steven Ramsey, who drafted 
the "Celebrate: Reconciliation" project, said he asked the 
Rwandans to speak because he felt their story best embodied 
the process of reconciliation. 
"[Rwanda] is a testament to that act and to what humanity 
is capable of," Ramsey said. "These guys are representatives of a 
place that has proved so much about what we can be as people, 
and especially as disciples." 
The mutual respect that had 
represented the country was 
almost gone .... They started to 
see themselves as enemies. 
-Regis Ngaboyfsonga 
Rwandan student 
Hutus, the Tutsis and the Twas, worked together to provide 
for the needs of the people. 
"At that time, the cultural tension was fairly low because 
they looked at themselves as friends, as brothers,"Ngaboyisonga 
said. "They shared the talents they had." 
When the Belgians began to colonize in Rwanda, however, 
they brought with them the idea of an "identity compulsory 
card" that would state the tribe loyalty of each Rwandan citizen. 
While the system helped the Belgians distinguish between the 
different tribes, Ngaboyfsonga said that the negative effects 
were insurmountable. 
"They would classify people based on their body length .... 
cost of living and the cost of college now, 
and I think kids are worried financially." 
Dr. Shelly Pollard, assistant director of 
the Counseling Center, said other stud-
ies reflect that the decrease in emotional 
health has been going on for about six 
years and that children from fifth to 12th 
grade, and not just college students, were 
demonstrating greater levels of stress. 
These findings predate the recession and 
indicate that factors besides the economy 
are also influencing the decline in students' 
emotional health. 
Over-parenting may contribute to a lack 
of coping mechanisms among students, 
McLeod and Pollard said. They said cop-
ing strategies can include maintaining a 
healthy diet, exercising, getting adequate 
rest, avoiding caffeine, making social time 
and doing an activity for pleasure. 
-SEE STRESS PG. 2A 
To help understand the journey of the Rwandan people, 
Ngaboyfsonga began the forum by telling students about the 
history of his country- a history that began not with blood-
shed, but with cooperation. 
Before European colonization in the 1800s, Ngaboyfsonga 
said Rwanda was a place of peace, where the main tribes, the 
A Tutsi was a person who was very tall and had a sharp face. 
A Hutu would be somebody who had big muscles with a big 
nose,"Ngaboyfsonga said. "They started looking at themselves 
as different .... The mutual respect that had represented the 
country was almost gone . ... They started to see themselves 
as enemies." -SEE RWANDA PG. 2A 
photo by KYLIE AKINS I The Bison 
Regis Ngaboyfsonga talks with students after 
Monday's forum on the Rwandan genocide. 
' \ 
2 a Friday, February I I, 20 I I 
Students, purple boas add flavor to opening act 
photo by JON YODER J The Bison 
Seniors Molly McCoy and SA President Steven Ramsey jam on stage with The Band Perry's 
opening act , The Kimberlie Helton Band, Friday, Feb. 4. The band invited several students onto 
the Benson stage during the band's cover of "Proud Mary" to choreograph with purple boas. 
Scriptwriting course to be offered 
by J.M. ADKISON film," Dr. John Williams, Kreuzhage. H owever, after Film and Television (Comm 
sports editor chairman of the English the writer 's strike hit in 315) would require a certain 
department, said. 2008 and the industry was number of front-end skill sets 
Williams said the idea for at a standstill, I left LA to in order to use the equip-
It 's lights, camera and a two-part course came from finish my degree at Harding." ment. Students will not be 
action for the mass com- one of his students, Grant Dr. Jack Shock, chairman required to take one course 
munication and English Dillion, a Dec. 2010 graduate, of the mass communication if they sign up for the other. 
departments as they begin during the latest 5-Minute department, said h e was "The scriptwriting course 
a joint venture with a two- Film Festival shortly before very enthusiastic about the will primarily be a workshop-
part film course. Dillion graduated. Williams class and saw it as another based co urse, meaning 
The first part of the said he loved the idea of a opportunity for students to it will be very creation-
course, Scriptwriting, will partnership between the improve their storytelling driven and hands-on for 
take place in the fall of even English and communication skill sets. He said Williams the students," Dillion said. 
years (with the exception of department, particularly in came to him to propose the "Script Production for Film 
this fall, when it begins) and the area of film. course, telling him "we' ll and Television will pick up 
focus on writing scripts for As for who will be teaching provide the words and you where Scriptwriting leaves 
short- and long-form films. the course, it will be none provide the production. 
,, 
off. Students will receive a 
The second part, Script other than Grant Dillion, "One of my goals as chair- stack of scripts written by 
Production for Film and who has an experienced man of mass communication students in Scriptwriting and 
Television, will take place b ackg round in film and is to try to develop a culture be given the task of produc-
in the spring of odd years television. of collaboration," Shock said. ing ones that they feel are 
and con centrate on the "] came to Harding in the "I believe that we should most likely to succeed in 
production and filming of fall of 2003," Dillion said. reach outside of our own terms of being realistically 
the scripts written in the "After two years I decided building walls and work feasible to produce. 
fall course. to leave and attend a film with other departments so "Since this new dual-
"The immediate purpose school in Burbank, Calif. that we can learn from them course approach will be 
is to provide two courses While in film school I and they can learn from us." Harding's first foray into 
that can satisfy academ- worked several temporary Williams said Scriptwrit- film-studies, a whole new 
ics needs .. . but also be a entertainment jobs. My ing (English 315) would not area of creative possibility 
practical course for anybody first job after graduating require any prerequisites for Harding students is 
interested in exploring their was on the feature- length ;rnd was open to all up - about to be opened u p. I 
own creativity, either in the documentary, "1000 Jour- perclassmen, while Shock can't wait to see the results 
writing of or producing a nals", directed by Andrea said Script Production for that blossom. ,, 
STRESS: Counselors offer solutions to anxiety, depression 
CONTINUED FROM 
PG.1A 
Pollard and M cLeod said 
the survey's findings are consis-
tent with what they are seeing 
at Harding. McLeod also said 
psychological disabilities are the 
most common type of disability 
on college campuses today. 
Students who have docu-
mentation of emotional dis-
ability are protected under 
Section 504 of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act and can 
receive reasonable accommoda-
tions through the Disabilities 
Office. Depending on a student's 
situation, accommodations 
might include class excuses 
or withdrawal from courses. 
McLeod and Pollard said 
it is not un-Christian for 
students to feel depressed and 
that those surrounding them 
should respond with empathy, 
encouragement and support. 
"I think as a Christian 
university, we need to allow 
people to feel the feelings that 
God gave them because those 
feelings are there for a reason," 
Pollard said. "We don't need 
to say, 'You shouldn't feel that 
way.' Let them feel how they 
feel and then [ask], 'What 
do I need to learn from those 
feelings?'1hose feelings can be 
telling you if you're stretched too 
thin - you need to backtrack, 
prioritize." 
M cLeod and Pollard said 
students who feel overwhelmed 
or depressed should speak to 
someone - a friend, a Bible 
professor, a counselor - and 
not keep to themselves. Pollard 
also said to pray. 
"Pray, and seek God 's 
help as well," Pollard said. 
''A lot of times, God has put 
people here to help you, and 
that is your toolbox if you'll 
just use it. " 
The Counseling Center 
is free for students and is 
located in Mclnteer 313. 
It can be reached at 501-
279-4347 or at counseling@ 
harding.edu. 
The Bison 
Barn adds unique 
flair to devotional 
by MONIQUE 
JACQUES 
student writer 
One of Harding's most 
novel Bible studies first met 
Jan. 26 in the barn of alumni 
Wayne and Kim Robertson, 
12 miles away from campus. 
Fifty students, from freshmen 
to seniors, made the trek for 
food and fellowship. 
"Meeting in a barn 
changes things because it's 
out of the way and different 
from a church building; it is 
more homey and informal," 
freshman Alexa South said. 
The Barn Bible Study 
finds its roots in six families 
from the College Church of 
Christ, three of whom met 
at H arding as students and 
have remained friends for 
more than 35 years. 
"The adults who have 
started this group are great 
leaders," South said. "They 
let us know that they are 
h ere for us, and we can go 
to them for anything we are 
struggling with." 
Before the study begins, 
all who attend eat dinner, 
which the families take turns 
providing, and are invited 
to sit back and fellowship, 
emphasizing the importance 
that friendship has in a 
Christian walk. 
"W e w ant to develop 
relationships and share the 
love of God in everything we 
do," Liz Howell, director of 
alumni relations and mem -
her of one of the founding 
families, said. "Small group 
fellowship allows those kinds 
of relationships to grow and 
a stronger faith to develop." 
After they take time to 
eat and get to know one 
another more, the group 
enters into an hour of praise 
and devotional discussion. 
This semester, they are going 
through Francis Chan's book 
"Crazy Love," and discussing 
the lessons gleaned from 
each weekly reading. 
"We rely on the Bible 
first, but Francis Chan, the 
author of"Crazy Love,"has 
a gift of making God more 
real; he causes all of us to 
think about our relationship 
with God," Howell said. 
Freshman Hayley Car-
roll said she is encouraged 
by having a Bible study to 
be a part of. 
"As a freshman, being 
included in things really helps 
with feeling accepted," Carroll 
said. "I think that students 
need to try this out because 
it is a good way to help your 
faith grow. lt has helped me 
think about the way I take 
things in, and it's made me pay 
attention to the way I pray." 
For more information, 
contact Howell at lhowell@ 
harding.edu or call the Alumni 
Relations Office at ext. 4276. 
H owell requests that students 
RSVP to help with dinner 
preparation. If students do not 
have a means of transportation, 
Gary and Susan Hill, who live 
in town and are among the 
founding families, are willing 
to provide it. 
RWANDA: Students share 
country's reconciliation story 
CONTINUED FROM 
PG.1A 
By the 1990s, when ten-
sions between the Tutsis and 
Hutus - who were now the 
main governmental force in 
Rwanda - were at a break-
ing point, the divisions led 
to a genocide that would 
kill nearly 1 million Tutsis 
in 100 days, Rugema said. 
"The Rwandans were 
killed by their neighbors, 
and neighbors kill e d 
their neighbors," Rugema 
said. "Fathers killed their 
daughters-in-law, sons-in-
law. Rwandans lost hope for 
their community. They lost 
hope for their country. They 
were hopeless." 
Rugema said that by the 
end of the genocide, more 
than 500,000 children were 
orphans, more than 60,000 
women were widows, and 
numerous homes and buildings 
were completely destroyed. 
The process of reconcili-
ation would require more 
than an apology, more than 
rebuilding. It would require 
forgiveness to the extreme, 
h e said. 
"It wasn't very much to 
build houses. It wasn't very 
much to reconstruct roads," 
Rugema said. "Rwanda was 
left with the challenge of 
reuniting people who had 
been in war against each 
other, who had been enemies, 
who had seen their neighbor 
killing their child." 
While the process of 
reconciliation may never be 
completely finished for the 
Rwandan people,Amlam said 
that though their greatest 
struggle comes from the 
genocide, the country is 
finally starting to resemble 
the cooperation of years past. 
"Our pain comes in the 
geno cide .. . [but] now, 
people can walk through 
the country as brothers and 
sisters," Amlam said. "That 
is reconciliation through the 
church." 
HUG: Egyptian riots change travel plans 
• Road to the Oscars: 'Toy Story 3,' full review 
Tommy Tuberville to speak for ASI series 
Chinese students bring in their New Year 
Presidential Address: Steven Ramsey's vlog 
Tweet of the Town: Nate Copeland 
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CONTINUED FROM 
PG.1A 
Despite the changes and 
the on- edge atmosphere, 
Moaveni understands the 
significance of the time 
. 
and is keeping a positive 
at titude. 
"] have to say that, even 
though I'm sad I won't get to 
go to Egypt, I'm still on the 
trip of a lifetime. I've been 
in a beautiful campus by the 
Aegean Sea for weeks now," 
Moaveni said. "This revolution 
is important to the Egyptian 
people, and tourism and 
sightseeing is in no way more 
urgentthanthis monumental 
time in their history." 
CALL 
EXT. 4341 
Or Come By: 
600 Dr. Jimmy Carr Drive 
located in tile Lott R. ro<ter 
Physkal Resoutces B1iliing 
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At the Bison, it is our goal 
to serve the Harding Uni-
versity student body with 
integrity, truth and open 
ears. However, we believe 
that meeting that goal is 
a two-way street between 
our staff and the public it 
serves. 
We pledge to keep our 
eyes and ears open to 
what our community has 
to say and hope that , in 
return, that community 
will be an interactive audi-
ence, shar ing its stories 
with us. We also pledge 
to do the basics: report 
accurate and relevant 
information, check our 
fact s, and share them in 
a professional, integrable 
manner. 
If you have any story ideas, 
questions, comments or con-
cerns for the Bison staff, please 
e-mail Sarah Kyle, t he editor in 
chief, at skyle@harding.edu . 
"The Bison (USPS 577-660) is 
published weekly (except vaca-
tions, exams and summer ses-
sions), 18 issues per year, by Hard-
ing University. Periodicals postage 
paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. 
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Bison, Harding 
University 11192, SEARCY AR 
72149-0001" 
Students prove immaturity one boo at a t ime during chapel 
Some of you text. Some of you talk. Some of you study. Some of you listen to music. All disrespectful activities, 
but Wednesday the chapel disrespect hit a new low. 
For anyone who wasn't there, as soon as Dr. Burks got up to the mic, he was greeted with boos. The booing 
eventually escalated to the point that it drowned out Burks, who was left standing at the mic for a minute or so 
until the booing subsided. 
Uncalled for and preemptive, the booing was unjustified, unfunny and out of control. 
Admittedly, no one wanted to go to school when it was expected to snow. But we could have waited for him 
to make the announcement, and we were all pretty sure that school was going to be canceled anyway. 
As if the booing wasn't enough, students in the balcony, apparently seized by snow frenzy, folded the reconciliation 
cards into paper planes and launched them during the prayer. By the time chapel was dismissed, the floor was 
littered with crumpled, unused reconciliation cards. 
In summary, students jumped the gun with their frustration, missed the point of chapel and proved their 
immaturity. 
Way to go, Harding students. We can do better. 
The 2011 Bison editorial staff 
I hate Coldplay. I said it. It doesn't matter what you say to me. I will 
not change my mind. I will not 
budge. I will not falter. I don't care 
how many mission trip videos I see 
with "Fix You" as the background 
music. I absolutely hate Coldplay. 
Nowthatlhavemademyoonfu&on 
that absolutely shocked students at 
Harding's campus, I am forced to 
apologize for doing so. I am sorry. 
Let me introduce myself. I am 
Cody. It is nice to finally meet you. 
My interd ts include watching 
millions of movies, reading books 
and listening to music. I listen to 
all different genres of music. Name 
a genre, and I can probably find at 
least one song that I will like. Some 
of my favorite bands/artists include 
Mates of State, Chiddy Bang, Lady 
Antebellum, Bob Dylan, The Avett 
Brothers, Kanye West and many 
more. Some of you may have started 
making fun of me at this point. That 
I Hate Coldplay 
cody waits 
is where I will try to help you. 
As you already know,I have expressed 
how much I dislike a certain band. 
This band is also one of the most 
famous bands of our time. This has 
to leave many people wondering how 
I can think such a thing, especially 
about their favorite band. However, 
I am not the only person who thinks 
this. I am also not the only person 
to ever dislike a band. I would like 
to take a stance that I feel not a lot 
of people take. 
There is an epidemic spreading acroo; 
this nation. It is called "music elitism." 
The symptoms include making fun 
of someone's musical taste, logging 
significant hours on Pitchfork.com, 
raving about bands no one has heard 
of and then putting people down for 
not being as knowledgeable as them, 
hating a band as soon as it is heard 
on the radio or viewed on MTV, 
turning off the radio immediately 
when getting in a car out of hatred 
for popular music, hating a band 
because your favorite band hated 
them first and finally, fun-sucking. 
If you encounter any one of these 
people, leave immediately. Do not 
engage this person. Your feelings will 
only get hurt, or you will get ignored 
completely. Do not even try to impress 
them with music knowledge. You will 
get crushed. These people are not to 
be trifled with. There is also no type 
of rehabilitation for these people. 
If you find yourself reading this 
and are suffering from some of these 
symptoms, you probably put the 
newspaper down or threw it away 
because it wasn't cool enough. If you 
are still reading, I have one request. 
Stop being so mean. Does it make 
you feel better to point out how much 
Five Iron Frenzy isn't lyrically inept 
to the kid who listens to Christian 
Ska? It shouldn't. If you don't like a 
band, you don't like them. That doesn't 
mean that you stomp on the people 
who do. I hate Coldplay, but I don't 
hate the people who do like them. I 
also try not to be so mean to them 
for their poor music choice. I just ask 
that people reach out to those who 
think they are on that higher tier of 
musicdom and need to come down 
from that cloud. Spread the message 
and fight music elitism. If we get 
enough people, we might be able to 
get some of those rubber bracelets. 
CODY WAITS is a guest 
contributor for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
cwaits@harding.edu 
The Postmodern Cha-Cha-Cha 
I think it should be called the Cha-Cha-Cha. Explanation in a few seconds. 
Ifl were to have no practical goals in life, 
no realistic courses of action for my immediate 
future, or if I suddenly found that I'd been left a 
small fortune in mining stocks, I would grow up 
and become a shiftless philosopher. Unfortunately 
for me, this is an extremely unrealistic goal because 
I don't like the idea of vagrancy, and nobody pays 
you to sit there sketching worldview diagrams in a 
moleskine. Living for decades eternally at Midnight 
Oil, however attractive and avant-garde it may seem, 
does not make a life well lived. It takes a good and 
full life to make a good and full philosopher. 
One of the most important things in life is an 
even balance, and I've got to figure out how to mix 
philosophy with the gritty act of actually getting out 
there and raking up the muck. Inversely, there is the 
temptation of trudging through life without ever 
figuring out why you're there, or why you're even 
breathing or why you're even reading this article. 
Are you guilty of the avoidance of life? 
Too many people these days want to avoid life. 
They want to avoid the stresses and consequences 
of decisions, and they want to avoid the pressure of 
a dog-eat-dog world. There are a multitude of ways 
to deal with this crushing atmosphere, and people 
take their pick from a smorgasbord of options. 
Are you a fatalistic victim, letting the wind push 
you in whichever direction it blows? Are you an 
existentialist, ignoring the reality that encapsulates 
you? Are you a postmodernist, using a personalized 
gil gildner 
Guest 
Space 
reality in order to justify your existence by taking 
sovereignty out of the picture? 
Once someone asked me ifI was a postmodernist 
(imagine that) and I had to make sure I wasn't 
before I answered. No, I can't identify myself with 
postmodernism; I think postmodemism is a way 
of justifying the avoidance of life. 
Wow, wait a sec, you say. He's nuts! 
Just a little bit. Let me explain. This is where the 
Cha-Cha-Cha comes in. Your standard modern 
evangelical postmodernists are good folks with 
good intentions. These are folks who drink chai 
tea, wear Chacos and support a thousand charities. 
All good things, and I'd really only have an issue 
with the Chacos because they make your feet 
look something like a cross between a hobbit and 
a pregnant cavewoman. 
Chai, Chacos and charity. Can I copyright that? 
My proposition is that postmodernism, or some 
form of it, is a way of avoiding life. It's a way of 
avoiding the consequences of decisions and actions 
that we must all make/take. It's a social construct, 
as I said before, that enables people to justify their 
life actions by assigning themselves their own 
personal reality. 
I think something else is out there. 
The avoidance of life is not just a symptom, 
not just a lonely battered thing that pops up and 
happens to an isolated someone. It's a disease and 
an entire dismption of human nature. It's what 
happens when the dust and dirt breathed into a 
heaving, pumping existence is taken and crammed 
into a little wooden box and forgotten. Dead but 
breathing. Useless but used. Stagnate but there. 
The other night a friend and I were walking 
out of Kroger's. Stu had a dozen eggs and some 
sort of vitamin supplement, and he'd bummed a 
ride off me. A battered late-'80s red Chevy Astro 
with a million miles on it rattled to a stop behind 
my car. The woman was about 40, and looked 70. 
She told us she needed money for a motel, but we 
knew she needed money for methamphetarnines. 
Sadly, that woman probably knew her position 
in life better than we know ours. She knows it's all 
real. But here's the truth, and this is the kicker: That 
woman exists in your reality, our reality, yours and 
mine, and if you're truly concerned for the welfare 
of humanity like I think you are, that's a fact that 
has to eventually be faced. 
Rethink your position in life. Is it real? Is there 
a truth? Are you real? Are you true? 
GIL GILDNER is a guest contributor 
for the Bison. He may be contacted at 
mgildner@harding.edu 
Thoughts From Afar 
TIS morning, I found myself kneading dough in a bakery. 
On my left stood an Albanian 
man. On my right stood an Indian 
man. There I was in the middle, caught 
in cultural crossfire. 
A smile broke the haze, and my 
pastry, which I had failed to form 
properly, was swept away by the 
Albanian, sprinkled with sesame seeds 
by the Indian and ushered deep into 
the back of a dark, six-story oven. The 
Albanian was small and had rufHed, 
dark hair, as if he had just woken from 
a few hours of sleep. 
He glanced up at me and then at 
the clock, which read 5:30 a.m. and, 
with a grin on his face, muttered 
something quickly in Greek, and then 
repeated it slowly but with bigger eyes 
and exaggerated hands, motioning 
toward the bread. I looked up, laughed 
nervously and repeated the words 
slowly, my American accent pouring 
through my lips. I was immediately 
applauded by the Indian, with bouts 
of flour billowing from his chubby 
hands and shouts of praise that scared 
a few customers away. I thanked the 
men, took a pastry and a cappuccino 
and made my way back through the 
town to Harding's campus in Porto 
Ratti, Greece. 
mark slagle 
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A s I sat down to enjoy my Greek 
equivalent of a pig in a blanket, I 
turned on the television to Al Jazeera. 
Scenes from the protests in Egypt 
lit up the screen. I caught a glimpse 
of Mubarak. 
I'm not a historian, though I do 
admire a tweed jacket with the elbow 
pads, ties, some denim l'nd a moleskin. 
My friend Karl told me that history 
dof.S nothing; rather, it is men, living, 
real, who do all this. The real story 
has always enticed me more than the 
dates and statistics, though, and I don't 
know how many times my mind has 
wandered off on its own during a civil 
war lecture. I pictured Mubarak in my 
head, running a less-than-democratic 
office. I wondered about how he felt 
when he saw himself on the news. 
Would he do it over again? It's a pretty 
ignorant daydream, but I imagined 
meeting him at the bakery or selling 
him a pig in a blanket. He looks like 
he likes those. 
Ifl had the time, I know exactly 
where we'd go to meet. The best 
gelato on the planet Earth is made 
in a suburb of Florence, Italy, called 
Scandicci. A man named Daniele 
owns a shop called I..:isola del Gelato. 
Mubarak wouldn't be able to resist 
the hospitality, nor the gelato. I'd sit 
him down, and, as he devoured his 
treat, I'd ask him why he didn't try 
the mustache. I think it would really 
define his face some more. W as he 
trying to look more Western without 
one? I mean,James Franco has a brillo 
pad of a mustache over his upper lip 
at the moment,·and he's about to win 
an Oscar (or Collin Firth, but that 
would defeat the mustache conviction). 
You see, I'd love to say that I could 
offer him advice on what to do with 
his current dilemma, but honestly I've 
never had to appease protests, flee a 
country or be concerned about the 
protection of sarcophagi. I have had 
a mustache, and I'm afraid that's as 
far as our conversation would get. 
And therein lies my educational 
process. I learn through experience, 
through relationship, through hindsight 
When I look at statues here in Greece, 
I trade stone for skin. They come alive. 
I marvel at the myth. I look for the 
humanity. It's very idealistic. It's very 
romantic, perhaps too much at times. 
Reality can punch you in the face. 
However, sometimes, and only 
when you are looking the other way, 
it creeps up on you from behind. 
Somehow, you come to realize 
that those moments shape you and 
chip away at your nearsightedness. 
Experiences have shaped and moided 
this 22-year-old, and few books or 
papers could have achieved such an 
education. 
So bring back the mustache, eat 
some gelato and live a little; you'll be 
surprised to find out how many credit 
hours you can acquire. (For more 
information on how to develop your 
own major, challenge yourself and 
drink unlimited cappuccino, contact 
Jeremy Daggett at the Honors House.) 
MARK SLAGLE is a guest 
contributor for t he Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
mslagle@harding.edu 
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Bromance 
(~highly formed friendship 
between male friends, 
or 'bros."' Definition 
circa (the all-knowing) Urban 
Dictionary. 
How this word has crept into 
our vocabulary I'm not quite sure, 
but it's here with a vengeance. 
Now, we've all seen the other 
couples around campus. And 
you know what I mean. The ones 
embracing in the middle of the 
hallway when you're just trying to 
get to Western Civ. The ones who 
always hog the good swings. The 
ones who obstruct your way into 
your own dorm before curfew. 
The ones who can't break eye 
contact in chapel, even with Cliff 
and Clax bringing the rain. Yeah. 
Those ones. 
Well, I've gotten really good 
at navigating the makey-outey 
types. You'd be surprised how far 
a well-placed elbow will get you 
in life. The swings, however. I am 
forever thwarted in my search for 
a swing. 
But this column is not about 
actual romance. It's about bromance. 
As a friend of mine once put it, 
"It is platonic. And it is beautiful." 
George Clooney and Brad 
Pitt. Keenan and Kel. Merry and 
Pippen. All bromantically inclined. 
Chances are you've seen some 
budding bromances around 
campus, too. The ones who hug 
for an uncomfortable amount 
of time. The ones who spend all 
their time on Xbox Live . .. with 
their roommate. The ones who 
always hog the good swings. Yeah. 
Those ones. 
Well, naturally, I'm here to help 
you decipher who is and who is 
not part of a bromance. Keep your 
eyes open. 1bis place is crawling 
with them. But they're harmless. 
Generally. 
Here are just a few signs to 
look for: 
•He and his bro have matching 
outfits (I'm not talkin' jerseys) 
•He buys his bro nice things -
like chicken biscuit-nice 
•He asked his bro to his last 
two functions 
•He spends more time getting 
ready for a D - team basketball 
game than for a date 
•He and his bro have teenage-
girl-long phone conversations 
regularly 
•He told his bro's fiancee to 
"take care of him, OK?" 
•His favorite movie is "I Love 
You, Man" (extra points ifhe cries 
at the end) 
•He and his bro h ave a jam 
they've deemed "their song" and 
it's "Firework." 
So, bros and bettys, as Valentine's 
Day approaches, feel free to spread 
the love.Just make sure you keep 
things H arding appropriate. And 
un-gross. And un-weird. For all 
our sakes. 
JESS ARDREY serves 
as the opinions editor 
for the 2010-2011 Bison. 
She may be contacted at 
jardrey@harding.edu 
WHAT•s YOUR TAK 
ON VALENTINE•s D 
Worst holiday 
ever. Gross. 
Do you really 
need ONE day to tell 
someone you love them? 
I thought that was a 
dally thing ... 
21% 
Let me get bade to you. 
••m stiff wafting by a swmg. 
ti-s been an hour. 
"Once you overlook the fact .that it is a huge marketing ploy to get people 
to buy mediocre candy and cheap stuffed animals, I guess Valentine's 
Day is all right." 
The Deep Breath Before the Plunge 
This weekend I did two things: obsessively follow 
the uprising in Egypt and 
watch "Lord of the Rings" in a 
marathon 10 hours. 
I guess you could say I have a 
bit of a flair for the epic. 
jessica klein 
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supporters. Men who, on the 11th 
day of demonstrations, swarmed 
a van carrying critical food and 
medical supplies. 111ey turned it 
on its side, torched it and left it a 
useless husk amidst the mob. 
Had my friends and I not been 
watching "Lord of the Rings," 
I might've been watching "The 
Patriot" or "Braveheart."IfI'd had 
the chance to be at a performance 
of"Les Miserables," I wouldn't have 
hesitated to watch that revolution 
unfold for the third time in as many 
years. Perhaps ifl had been in the 
mood for music, I would have 
been listening to "Danger Days," 
a sweeping concept album about 
finding things worth fighting for 
in the days and years after nuclear 
fallout. 
likely be scoffed at by those who've 
been camping for days in Tahrir 
Square. With Molotov cocktails 
exploding at their feet, the least of 
their concerns is whether or not 
the shards of glass are going to be 
recycled. 
We, as a country and a generation, 
need to begin working to reclaim 
our understanding of the things 
and the causes that are epic. This 
calling is critical not just because we 
need to better ourselves, but because 
we desperately need to remember 
that civil rights are not universal. 
American journalists and even 
government officials have stated that 
the Egyptian government should 
not interfere with the right of the 
people to assemble peaceably or 
with their freedom of speech and 
press. These rights, however, do not 
belong to Egyptians. Their press is 
subject to regulations that include 
punishment for speaking out against 
the president. They have no legal 
right to be assembled or to criticize 
their government. 
With Molotov 
cocktails 
exploding at their 
feet, the least of 
their concerns is 
whether or not 
the shards of 
glass are going to 
be recycled. 
epic and, frankly, more important. 
In a country where we have the 
luxury of being environmentalists 
and economists, others of us need to 
take up the cause of those without 
similar lllXllries. Despite the anger 
of some Egyptians over the foreign 
presence in Cairo and Alexandria 
these past weeks, it is no coincidence 
many of their signs and chants were 
in English. We have the influence 
to effect change, and we don't have 
to get lost inside trilogies, albums 
or history to feel that charge of 
something epic. 
I think there's a theme here. 
In the movie adaptation of one 
of my favorite novels, our narrator's 
savior declares, "Our generation 
has had no Great War, no Great 
D epression. Our war is spiritual. 
Our depression is our lives." With 
the highest stakes seemingly behind 
us, we have lost our collective fl.air 
for what is truly epic and instead 
flock to things that help to fill that 
irrepressible need without the risk. 
Egyptian president Hosni 
Mubarak declared in the first few 
days of unrest that there is "a fine 
line between freedom and chaos." 
To an American, this statement 
is almost a non sequitur. Chaos 
is what happens when you fail to 
give your people freedom, not the 
result of too much of it. We recoil 
at the idea of the government that 
is willing to shut down its country's 
communication with the world 
and with each other. W e cannot 
possibly understand a government 
that would hire men who are little 
more than mercenaries to incite 
violence against peaceful protestors 
under the guise of being regime 
We are blessed to be born 
Americans. But we lack understanding, 
and we are missing out on lives of 
passion and purpose. 
JESSICA KLEIN is a guest 
contributor for The Bison. 
She may be contacted at 
jbeard1@harding.edu The things we now fight for would 
It's time for some of us to set 
questions of carbon emissions and 
net neutrality aside and concern 
ourselves instead with things more 
I'm Ready for My Close-Up, Ms. Brooks 
Last week I confessed to my inglorious sixth-grade spelling bee career. While 
we're h ere, did I ever tell you about 
my theatrical debut at age 10? Well, pull up 
your chair and get a program. Please, no flash 
photography during the anecdote. 
The scene is J. H. House Elementary 
School. The place is Conyers, Ga. The year 
is 1982, and the season, winter. I think it 
was after lunch. My teacher, M s. Brooks, was 
scouting talent for the annual Christmas play. 
M s. Brooks was the kind of person whom any 
wise guy would love. She joked around with 
us and let us joke around with her. 
She gave as well as she got. When she found 
out that a town in South Georgia was home 
to the Claxton Fruitcake Company, she called 
me "Fruitcake" for the rest of the year. She 
even wrote it on the board in lists of names: 
"Tommy, Ginger, Fruitcake ... " I loved it. If 
you're a boy in the fifth grade, any attention 
is good attention. 
Anyway, that day M s. Brooks said that she 
had the perfect role for me. She though t I 
should play the Elf who Hated Christmas. To 
this day I'm not exactly sure what she meant 
by that casting choice, but after a quick call 
to my agent in Santa Monica, I accepted. It 
would actually be the first of two roles I would 
play that year. The second was in an amateur 
silent film about a young runner who got hurt 
and feared she would never race again. She 
was h ealed by a magical unicorn in a white 
bed sheet, played by yours truly. T he film went 
straight to video, and the best part about it 
was the silence. 
Back to the Christmas production. T he play 
was set at the North Pole and began with my 
elf complaining about all the holiday pressures: 
mail overflow, toy- making deadlines, tinsel 
allergies and all that. I announced that I was 
quitting the staff, after which it was up to the 
rest of the elves and the Santas to convince me 
that Christmas really was worthwhile. I say 
Santas, plural, because I definitely remember 
michael claxton 
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My costume was a white 
turtleneck shirt with a 
red apron, red elf cap 
and green tights. I had 
bright red makeup on 
my cheeks. There is a 
photograph of me in this 
outfit, but the picture 
will never appear on 
Facebook. I don't care 
how much Zuckerberg 
begs or how much 
money the Petit Jean 
staff offers. 
that Santa Lucia, the Swedish saint who gave 
her money to the poor in the Middle Ages, 
dropped in at one point in the play to help 
talk my character out of his sour mood. 
So clearly I was the star of the show. My agent 
suggested that I drop the name Fruitcake, but 
I felt it had a certain holiday cachet . Besides, 
I was too busy getting in character to come 
up with a new nom de stage. As an actor who 
was personally rather fond of Christmas, I had 
to reach down deep to my inner Scrooge to 
create this role. I just focused on the time a 
few years back when I hadn't gotten what I 
wanted from Santa and drew on that for my 
rage. I called it Method Acting. 
M y costume was a white turtleneck shirt 
with a red apron, red elf cap and green tights. 
I had bright red makeup on my cheeks. There 
is a photograph of me in this outfit, but t he 
picture will never appear on Facebook. I don't 
care how much Zuckerberg begs or how much 
money the Petit Jean staff offers. 
I can't say that I thoroughly enjoyed acting. 
The rehearsals were long, there was a lot of 
singing, and I felt very vulnerable in green 
tights. But I stuck with it to make Ms. Brooks 
happy. Plus, the girl who played Santa Lucia 
was gorgeous. 
There was only one performance, and 
after the show the cast went to McDonald's 
to wait for the review to come out in T he 
Rockdale Citizen. They gave' us a glowing 
write-up, though in fairness I must point out 
that the theater critic was related to Elf No. 
4. M y performance was hailed as a "tour de 
force," which, I was told, was a quote from 
"Star W ars." 
Not long after that I retired from acting 
to concentrate on my short-lived career as a 
magician. But I still have a certain fondness for 
amateur theater. I t makes me smile every time 
I watch Bottom and his fellow rustics bumble 
their way through the tragedy of Pyramus and 
T hisbe in "A Midsummer Night's Dream." 
A s I watch the intrepid Pyramus milk his 
own demise, I think, wistfully, "If only they 
had killed the Elf who Hated Christmas." I 
could've nailed that death scene. I can see 
myself lying on the stage, a candy cane sticking 
out of my chest, my head cradled in the arms 
of the beautiful Lucia. With my last breath I 
whisper, "Et tu, Santa? Then fall, Fruitcake!" 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest 
contributor for the Bison. He may be 
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu 
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Warming the 
Bench 
The 
Jersey 
off his 
back 
On Jan. 11, 13-year-old 
Nadin Khoury became the 
subject of national discussion 
when a video was posted online 
of him being beaten by seven 
teenagers while he was on his 
way home from school. The 
discussion is a hot topic that has 
recently come to the forefront 
of issues America faces. The 
discussion is bullying and what 
America ought to do about it. 
But while psychologists and 
specialists are busy consulting 
Anderson Cooper on the 
problem, they forget to address 
the immediate problem: How 
do we help those who have 
already been victims ofbullying? 
How do you bolster a child's 
self-esteem after it has already 
been beaten out of him? 
But you might also ask, 
what does this have to do with 
a sports column? 
Well, keep reading, because 
you're about to find out. 
Recently on "The View" 
(a show that does not usually 
grace my television screen, but 
did appear on my computer 
screen for the short segment of 
the upcoming story), Khoury 
courageously came out and 
told his story. 
And for his courageous 
maneuver,Khourywas rewarded. 
During his interview on 
"The View," Khoury was 
surprised with a visit from 
his favorite athlete, DeSean 
Jackson, a wide receiver for the 
Philadelphia Eagles, as well as 
two of the Eagles' linemen, 
Todd Herremans andJamaal 
Jackson. 
As Khoury's face filled 
with tears and bewilderment, 
DeSeanJackson gave Khoury 
the Eagles jersey off his back 
and signed it for him.And then 
Jackson told Khoury that ifhe 
were ever in trouble again, he 
and his two linemen would 
always have his back. 
It was one of the moments 
during which famous athletes 
stopped becoming icons and 
became real heroes. 
Too often, all we see of 
the athletes we call American 
icons are the news stories on 
steroid scandals, tax evasion 
schemes and general prima 
donna behavior. We become 
disgusted when players start 
asking for larger paychecks 
and threaten to ditch their 
teammates for more "bling." 
But for five minutes, three 
professional athletes became 
exactly what they were supposed 
to be: heroes. In a selfless act, 
DeSean Jackson took the 
jersey off his back and gave 
it to a kid who showed what 
it meant to be heroic. Sure, 
DeSean Jackson will get another 
jersey, but it's the thought that 
counts. He was letting a young, 
bullied kid know that he was 
worth something, that he was 
something spectacular, that no 
one could tell him anything 
different. 
Hewa.5 tcllinghim something 
we all need to hear. 
J.M. ADKISON 
serves as the sports 
editor for the 2010-
2011 Bison. He may 
be contacted at 
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HU track season starts off with a bang 
by RYAN ORR 
student writer 
With such a great showing in last week's indoor 
meet, Harding's track team looks to keep up the 
good work. 
The Bisons had four men tum in personal-best 
indoor marks, and junior E. Cathy Ebenja broke 
her own Harding record in the 60-meter dash 
with a time of 7.90. 
Junior Milton Stewart turned in two personal 
bests in the 60-meter and the 40-meter da5h. 
"We expect to be in nationals this year," Milton 
said. "With the new freshmen this year I think we 
will do really great, too." 
Milton said his goal has always been to win the 
South Regional Conference Championship and 
make it to nationals. 
"Sticking to a good workout plan and working 
on my r.ew block technique has helped me to 
improve this year and helped me in the 40- and 
60-dashes last week," Milton said. 
Sophomore Victor Moya said he expects the 
Bisons to make it to nationals as well. 
"I think if we keep the training up we will make 
it to nationals," Moya said. 
Moya also said he plays for the Bison soccer 
team and loves the adrenaline and the individual 
competition in track that he thinks no other sport 
can offer. 
photo by JON YODER I The Bison 
Sophomore Rhiannon Roper hurls the discus at practice. At Missouri Southern 
State University's meet, she broke an 18-year-old record in the shotput. 
"Always competing against others and mostly 
against yourself is my favorite thing about track," 
Moya said. 
Ebenja said their biggest motivation is the 
expectations of their coach, teammates and family. 
She credits her new mindset and giving it her 
all in training for the new record. 
"I think our goal is regionals and then nationals," 
Ebenja said. 
Ebenja said she was glad to break her record. 
"It feels like a dream, I'm honored and very happy, 
but still a dream," Ebenja said. 
"I feel like I have matured a lot over the last 
year or so and know when to take it serious and 
to always give it my all," Ebenja said. 
HU: Apocalypse flies high to kick off spring 
by HEIDI TABOR 
studen writer 
With their end-of-the-
season goal set firmly on 
Division III Nationals, the 
Harding Apocalypse IBtimate 
Frisbee team members kicked 
off their spring season Jan. 
29-30 with a tournament at 
the University of Alabama in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Apocalypse finished 11th 
out of 24 teams overall, playing 
against big-name teams such 
as Florida State University, 
Georgia University, University 
ofMississippi and Vanderbilt 
University. 
"Overall it was a very 
good tournament," said 
Ryan Rummage, one of three 
elected players who make up 
a leadership trio called the 
Triumvirate. 'We were missing 
two of our best players, so it 
was a good opportunity for 
a lot of the younger guys to 
step up and play. All of them 
really played well throughout 
the weekend." 
Because they were 
missing two of their starting 
players, the freshmen on the 
team encountered higher 
expectations than at previous 
tournaments. 
"We took 16guys,10 of 
which were fieshmen,and every 
game we had two freshmen 
starting,'' Rummage said. 
"For them to be playing for 
only about five months now 
against guys who have been 
playing for three or four years 
from big schools like Florida 
State and Kansas State was 
awesome." 
Another member of the 
Triumvirate, Taren Goins, 
said he was pleased with the 
team performance, especially 
during the game against 
Florida State University. 
"We ended up losing 
11-8, but our team showed 
a lot of determination and 
hard work against Florida 
State," Goins said. 
Bankston agreed and said 
that the game against Florida 
State was Apocalypse's best 
of the tournament. 
"FSU is a national 
contending team, and no 
one expected us to do that 
well against them," Bankston 
said. "We played really well, 
but they were just a good 
team. If we were on defense, 
our first goal was to get a 
turnover, then to put our 
score in, but we focused on 
getting the turnover first. " 
According to Goins, this 
year's team is looking sharp. 
With their sights set on going 
to Division III Nationals for 
the first time in Harding 
Apocalypse history, the team 
is taking every opportunity 
to improve. 
"It is our goal this season 
to make it to Division III 
Nationals and to play to the 
best of our abilities there. It 
wouldn't even be out of the 
question to try to win the 
championship when we get 
there, but that is further down 
the road in May," Goins said. 
"Right now we just take it 
week by week in practice 
and game by game during 
tournament weekends." 
Their next tournament 
will be this weekend, Feb. 
12-13, at Hendrix College 
in Conway, Ark. 
"Harding Apocalypse 
is a team of brotherhood," 
Goins said. "We have a 
team motto, 'Si vales, valeo,' 
which translates to 'If you 
are strong, I am strong.'We 
hold to this motto, and we 
treat one another like family 
and with the highest respect 
and love." 
Mccarver gets All-South team 
Photo courtesy of Harding Sports Information 
Sophomore Erin Mccarver won 2010 GSC 
West Division Freshman of the Year. This year, 
he was honored by the National Collegiate 
Baseball Writers Association. 
Saturday 
fefi. 12 
12:00p.m. 
Baseball 
vs. 
Sunday 
Feb. 13 
by TIFFANY JONES 
web editor 
Sophomore catcher Erin 
M cCarver was named the 
National Collegiate Baseball 
Writers Association Preseason 
All- South Region Team on 
Thursday, Jan. 27. 
"It's a very nice honor for 
him; the reward is basically 
based off the fact that he 
had such a good season last 
year, and the people that 
voted on it feel he has the 
potential for having another 
really good year," said Patrick 
McGaha, head coach of the 
baseball team. 
McCarver, no stranger to 
awards, received First Team 
All-Gulf South Conference 
honors and was the GSC 
West Division Freshman of 
the Year last season. He said 
he was surprised to hear of 
the news. 
"I wasn't really expecting 
it,"McCarver said. "But I try 
to keep a small head about 
these kinds of things." 
Last season, McCarver, a 
native of Carrollton, Texas, 
started 35 out of 36 games 
and hit .346. 
"Erin came in as a true 
freshman last year and really 
had one of the best ideas of a 
strike zone for a freshman that 
I've ever coached,"M cGaha 
said. "[He's got a] very strong 
arm behind the plate as a 
catcher and does a good job 
for us back there as well." 
McCarver's success is due 
in large part to his patience, 
McGaha said. 
"He took a lot of balls, 
a lot of walks, and a lot of 
times freshmen won't do 
that; they're impatient and 
get themselves out swinging 
at bad pitches; he never did 
that," M cGaha said. 
M cGaha said McCarver 
may be a big shot on the 
field, but in day-to-day life 
McCarver is a quiet guy. 
Monday 
Feb. 14 
Tuesday 
Feb. 15 
Wednesday 
Feb. 16 
Iii 
Maryville 
University (Home} 11:00a.m. 
Baseball 
vs. 
5:30 p.m. I 7:00 p.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
Baseball 
vs. 
Central Baptist 
College (Home} 
4:00 p.m. I 6:00 p.m. 
W/M basketball 
vs. 
Delta State 
University of 
Alabama Huntsville 
W/M basketball 
vs. 
Southern Arkansas 
1 :00 p.m. I 2:00 p.m. 
W/M tennis 
vs. 
Southern 
Arkansas University 
No events 
''I'm not that big of a 
'rah-rah' guy. I keep quiet so I 
try to lead by example rather 
than words."McCarver said. 
McGaha said he is proud 
of how Mc Carver conducts 
his life on and off the field. 
"You like to have that 
kind of young man in your 
program,"McGaha said. "He's 
going to do everything right 
as far as how he represents 
the university and the baseball 
program and is just a really 
good kid." 
The Bisons start out the 
spring season in a double 
header against Maryville 
University Saturday, Feb.12, 
at home. 
McCarver said he is excited 
about the things this season 
holds for the Bison baseball 
team. 
"We've got a good team, so 
hopefully we can do some big 
things," he said. "I know we've 
been working really hard in 
the offseason and things are 
starting to come together." 
Thursday 
Feb. 17 
m 
08:30 a.m. I 12:00 p.m. 
M/Wtennis 
vs. 
Oklahoma Christian 
University (Hom e) 
5:30 p.m. I 7:30 p.m. 
W/ M basketball 
vs. 
Arkansas 
Monticello 
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The Vince Lombardi trophy returns to the Packers 
The Super Bowl's silver trophy goes home to namesake's Green Bay team as Packers conquer the Steelers 
by J.M. ADKISON 
sports editor 
The Green Bay Packers took the Vince 
Lombardi trophy home as Super Bowl 
champions for the fourth time in team 
history Sunday night, Feb. 6. Keeping ahead 
of the Pittsburgh Steelers the whole game, 
the Packers' quarterback, Aaron Rodgers, 
led his team to victory with flawless passing 
into the end zone, earning himself the 
Super Bowl XLV MVP title. 
Jordy Nelson, making three touchdown 
passes in total. 
"It's what I dreamt about as a little kid 
watching Joe Montana and Steve Young," 
Rodgers said. "And we just won the Super 
Bowl." 
With several injuries before the game and 
all the hype built up around Roethlisberger, 
it appeared the odds might not be in the 
Packers' favor. But even if the odds were 
against them, they pulled through. 
"We've been a team that's overcome 
adversity all year," wide receiver Greg 
Jennings said. "Our head captain (Charle5 
Woodson) goes down, emotional in the 
locker room. Our No. 1 receiver (Donald 
Driver) goes down, more emotions are 
going, flying in the locker room. Btit we 
find a way to bottle it up and exert it all 
out here on the field." 
The Steelers kept up a nerve-racking 
game, coming out strong in the last half 
In the first half they gained three points 
with a 33-yard field goal by kicker Shaun 
Suisham and scored a touchdown with one 
minute left in the second quarter by wide 
receiver Hines Ward. The Packers kept 
ahead, even as the Steelers came up close 
28-25 halfway through the fourth quarter. 
and his team were unsuccessful. The game 
ended 31-25, with the Packers rejoicing. 
The Packers stayed strong throughout 
the game by tackling hard and making 
great interceptions, especially in the first 
quarter when Packers safety Nick Collins 
intercepted a pass from Roethlisberger, 
leading to a touchdown. 
Jennings scored two of the three passes 
made to him by Rodgers. 
But the Steelers were unable to overcome 
the Packers, who missed a perfect pass 
from Rodgers into the end zone but were 
able to bolster their score to 31 with a 
field goal kick. Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger only had a minute-and-a-
half to get the ball into the end zone. H e 
It was a strange win for Packers coach 
Mike M cCarthy, who grew up in Pittsburgh 
cheering for the Steelers. The trophy is also 
named after one of McCarthy's predecessors, 
Vince Lombardi, who coached the Packers 
during the 1960s, when the Packers won 
the first two Super Bowls. 
The star of the show was Rodgers, 
who threw 304 yards, which included a 
29-yard touchdown pass to wide receiver 
Even with the Steelers coming up 15 
points in the second half, the Packers were 
determined to win the trophy their team 
first laid claim to nearly half a century ago. 
"Vince Lombardi is coming back to 
Green Bay," NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell said. 
A message from Harding's Sports Information Director 
There is snow falling outside as 
I write this. It's early February, but 
just trust me when I tell you that 
Harding spring sports will begin 
any day now. Some have already 
started, and my challenge to the 
Harding community is to get out 
and see these teams compete. 
Scott Goode Some [of Harding's 
athletic teams] have 
already started, and 
my challenge to the 
Harding community 
is to get out and 
see these teams 
compete. 
available for spectators between 
the courts. 
are well underway with their 
indoor seasons. The Lady Bison 
sprinters are already off to a great 
start, as two school records have 
already fallen. 
ace 
The attendance was outstanding 
at the last Harding basketball 
games, with nearly 3,000 fa ns 
packing the Rhodes Field House 
in Harding's pair of wins over 
Henderson State. With as well as 
the teams are doing this season 
(both are on pace to reach the Gulf 
South Conference Tournament 
in March), the crowds should 
continue to be "Rowdie" for the 
last three home games. 
fourth in the GSC Preseason Poll, 
and enthusiasm is high among 
the players and coaches at Jerry 
Moore Field. The 2011 Bisons may 
be the best collection of offense, 
defense and pitching assembled 
in quite some time. 
-Scott Goode 
Sports Information 
Director 
Harding's golf teams host two 
tournaments this season, one in 
Melbourne, Ark., and the other 
in Heber Springs, Ark., both of 
which are just short drives from 
Searcy. One of the best ways to 
keep up with the Harding linksters 
is through the teams' Twitter 
pages. The links are available on 
HardingSports.com. 
The Bisons and Lady Bisons 
have won several tournaments 
over the last few years and are 
primed for outstanding springs. 
Both teams have a 1-::ady begun 
to benefit from their new indoor 
golf facility in the Ganus Athletic 
Center. Complete with two golf 
simulators and a putting green, the 
golf teams are able to get some 
practice even if temperatures are 
below freezing. 
The Bison men have a strong 
mix of sprinters, distance runners 
and field athletes. Your best chance 
to catch the Harding track teams 
is April 2, when the squads make 
the short trip over to Conway 
for a meet at the University of 
Central Arkansas. 
T he spring sports athletes 
represent Harding in games and 
w•w-.-J ~ : •• oughout the country 
and are outstanding ambassadors 
for our university. Take some time 
this spring to see them in action. the best of the NCAA Division 
II South Region. 
Go see Harding's other spring 
sports this season also. The Harding 
baseball team will open its season 
against Maryville University on 
Feb.12. The team is picked to finish 
The Harding tennis squads 
play their matches at the courts 
adjacent to the baseball field, 
just off of Bison Lane. Under the 
direction of coach David Elliott, 
who has more than 1,100 wins in 
his collegiate coaching career, the 
Bisons and Lady Bisons take on 
The men have had a winning 
season every year since 197 5, and 
the women have had a winning 
season every year since beginning 
their program in 1993. Seating is Harding's track and field teams 
SCOTT GOODE is a guest 
contributor for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
sgoode@harding.edu 
SPORTS IN BRIEF 
• 
• 
• 
• 
by J.M. ADKISON 
sports editor 
Feb.3rd-In the Men's basketball game 
against Ouachita Baptist, Stephen Blake 
made six 3-pointers and made 11-of-12 
free throws, all within the second quarter. 
Blake's achievements helped Harding Bi-
sons conquer the Ouachita Baptist Tigers 
89- 82. The game ended with Blake mak-
ing a career high of 31 points, 28 of which 
were made in the second half. The L ady 
Bisons fell to Ouachita Baptist 83-73. 
Feb. 5th-At the Fazoli's/Baymont Inn 
Invitational hosted by Missouri Southern 
State University, two H arding women's 
track records were broken. Sophomore 
Rhiannon Roper broke Carrie Blodgett's 
shot put record that was established in 
1993 with a mark of 36 feet, 2 inches. 
Roper's shot put distance beat Blodgett's 
record by 0ne-quarter of an inch at 36 feet, 
2.25 inches. The L ady Bisons broke the 
4x400-meter relay record of 4:22. 90, set 
in 2005, with a time of 4:14.41. The relay 
team consisted of freshmen Ryane L ed-
ington and Hannah Shliffka and juniors E. 
Cathy Ebenja and Callie McCalister. 
Feb. 8th-The men's tennis team had its first 
match of the spring season against Hen-
drix College. The men defeated Hendrix 
with a 6-3 victory of H endrix. The singles 
won three out of six matches, while the 
doubles won all of their matches. And 
considering the men were only able to 
practice once out of the eight days due to 
inclement weather, this is an impressive 
start to the season. 
Feb. 9th-The men's basketball team is cur-
rently holds a 7th place spot in the NCAA 
II South Region Rankings. The South Re-
gion is composed of schools from the Gulf 
South Conference, the Sunshine State 
Conference and the Southern Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference. 
( 
by GABRIELLE PRUITT 
student writer 
His eyes are closed in meditation. The chants of 
an enthusiastic crowd carry through the hall to the 
locker room, but the squeak of sneakers against 
the hardwood basketball court tile from the others 
warming up is louder in his head right now. He 
mentally prepares himself for the game as he finishes 
tucking in his black and gold jersey - Bison No. 
15. Taking a breath, senior guard Stephen Blake 
runs onto the court, feeding off the energy of his 
teammates and Harding fans. 
"I know I have already put in the work necessary 
to be prepared," Blake said of his feelings right 
before a game. " I just try to play hard and have fun." 
Blake said he started playing basketball around 
the age of five, but he tried to dribble before he even 
could walk. He played for his high school team in 
Greenbrier, Ark.; he then went on to play for North 
Arkansas College in Harrison before transferring 
to Harding. Growing up, he had attended several 
Harding basketball games, and, in his words, he 
"fell in love with it." 
Consequently, when he received an offer from 
Harding to play, he said he knew he could not 
pass it up. 
While Blake has proven he is an asset to his team, 
it is his quality of character outside the Rhodes Field 
House that is worth mentioning. Blake incorporates 
his hard-working attitude instilled in him by his dad 
into every aspect of his life. 
"The really cool part is that things that make you 
truly successful in this game also help you in your 
life," Blake said. 
Junior Carter Robison has known Blake since 
his first year at Harding and said he considers 
Blake a "positive influence" spiritually, athletically 
and virtually all around. He admires the way Blake 
carries himself on and off the court and said that 
is what makes Blake special to watch as he plays. 
"When I see him out on the court I could not be 
more proud to say, That is one of my best friends,'" 
Robison said, "not because he is a great player (don't 
get me wrong he is that); it is much more than that." 
These sentiments are felt by Blake's team as well, 
according to head coach Jeff Morgan. 
"He has an incredible work ethic on and off the 
floor," Morgan said. "Stephen truly represents the 
game, our team, the university and God in a way 
that all can be proud." 
Blake's coach described him as having "a 
:Ste hen Blake 
photo by CALEB RUMMEL I The Bison 
Senior guard Stephen Blake does not let up 
in the Bisons' victory over Henderson State. 
tremendous desire to compete and to succeed" as 
a player but also as a person with "a tremendous 
heart" overall. 
"Stephen is a great teammate. His teammates have 
a tremendous amount of respect for him because of 
the way he works and the way he treats everybody," 
Morgan said. "They know they can always count on 
Stephen for more than just basketball." 
Blake graduates this May with a degree in exercise 
science; afterward he plans on attending physical 
therapy school. While he does not see any future 
in basketball, he will be taking the memories and 
character-building experiences with him. 
When asked to describe Blake in three words, 
Robison responded, "Christian, competitive, genuine." 
Morgan described Blake as a "great young man 
of God who just happens to play basketball at a 
very high level." 
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Peppered Blue's low notes raise benefit dollars Garner displays 
strength, passion 
by LAUREN 
BUCHER 
features editor 
Longtime communications 
professor Pat Garner, Ph.D., 
announced to his classes with 
characteristic openness that 
he has prostate cancer. 
"This is a lesson to us all 
to say that we are all mortal," 
Garner said. "We aren't given 
any particular amount of time. 
It's part ofliving; recognizing 
that." 
teaching Hwnan Situation II, 
Interpersonal Communication, 
Debate and Persuasion. Gamer 
is researching treatment 
options. There are various 
options, and each treatment 
type has specific and differing 
side effects and all appear to 
be relatively effective. 
"I used it as a perfect example 
of ambiguity in my class; we 
talk a lot about technology 
and how.it will solve all our 
problems, and I'm telling you, 
it doesn't," Garner said. "The 
technology does not solve it all. 
It's helpful, but it's ambiguous. 
There aren't clear answers on 
most things, especially with 
stuff like this." 
photo by JON YODER I The Bison 
Peppered Blue performs a benefit concert to a full house at the Underground on Saturday, Feb. 
5. The funds raised went to the mission team going to Honduras during spring break. 
During the first part of 
December, Gamer found that 
his prostate-specific antigen 
score had gone up, a red 
flag for cancer. A follow-up 
biopsy was taken at the end 
of December, and on Jan. 3, 
the results confirmed that 
Gamer did indeed have cancer. 
According to test results, the 
cancer has not metastasized, 
Garner said. 
If he opts for surgery, 
Garner said he estimates that 
he will be back in class in 10 
days. Other treatments have 
even less downtime. 
"You reach a point in your 
life when you realize your 
body is flawed, that it's fallen," 
Gamer said. "Diseases happen. 
Illnesses happen. I have no 
issues with God about it. It 
is part of the human state. I 
just feel like God will work 
through it however he chooses." 
Road to the Oscars: 'Toy Story 3' Garner is dealing with the illness with directness. 
by WHITNEY DIXON 
student writer 
With the Oscars just around the 
corner, now is the time to catch 
up on the great movies from this 
past year, and a list of those films 
would not be complete without 
including "Toy Story 3." Because 
of its status as a kids' movie, many 
older moviegoers may have skipped 
out on seeing it, but the film is worth 
a second look. It has received Oscar 
nods in the categories of Animated 
Film, Sound Editing, Original Song, 
Adapted Screenplay and even Best 
Picture. The nominations say it all: 
This third installment is not just a 
great animated film; it's a terrific 
film in general. 
The film begins with Woody, 
Buzz and the gang longing to be 
played with and worrying about 
their future as Andy, their owner, 
packs for college. Through a series 
of classic Toy Story-esque mishaps, 
the toys find themselves in a donation 
box for Sunnyside day care. They 
decide, much to Woody's chagrin, 
that going to the day care is the best 
option they have. At day care, they 
find themselves in a place where they 
will always be played with, but never 
outgrown. As kids grow up, new 
kids come in their place, saving the 
toys from heartbreak - and from 
the dump. 
~ ' .E .......  ·· .=- ;~ - ' ;,:: ., 
Recycling alumil"l.lm pays 
off. In just fhrge months, 
enough aluminum could 
be recycled to ~lace 
fN9fY commeroiaJ 
I 
I 
" 
plane in 1he U.S. ~ 
Arkansas 
dean. Make 
it SHINE. 
KaepArkanBBBBeautlful . com 
Facabook * YouTube 
888-142-8701 
However, Sunnyside isn't as sunny as 
it initially seems. A teddy bear named 
Lotso has created a dictatorship and 
forces the toys to stay in the toddler 
room, where they are mistreated by 
kids who are too young to play with 
them. The toys decide that they 
should return to Andy, remaining 
loyal to him while still being able 
to be together as a family. 
From that point, the toys embark 
on the adventure of returning home. 
Lots of surprises and obstacles pop 
up along the way, and the ending 
packs a powerful emotional punch. 
"The major reason I am 
being so open about it is 
because that is just the way 
my wife and I are," Garner 
said. "Secondly, there is no 
way this isn't going to affect 
my classes, and to me, it is 
only fair to talk about it with 
my students from the get-go. 
I've had to take phone calls 
from doctors during class. 
I have to explain to people, 
ethically and professionally, 
what I am doing and why I 
am doing it." 
Prostate cancer is t he 
second most common type 
of cancer for American men. 
The most corilmon type of 
cancer for American men 
is skin cancer. Incidences of 
prostate cancer increase with 
age, and approximately one in 
six men will be diagnosed with 
prostate cancer, according to 
the American Cancer Society. 
FOR THE FULL REVIEW, SEE 
THE LINK. 
Gamer is not taking a leave 
of absence this semester. He 
said he might have to cancel 
classes occasionally to see 
various doctors, and depending 
on the treatment he decides 
to undergo, he may Skype his 
classes for a few class sessions 
if necessary. 
"There is no clear road [as 
faras treatment goes],"Garner 
said. "I plan on teaching my 
classes like I always have." 
G arner's teaching ability 
combined with his openness 
and positive outlook about the 
whole situation ha..e engendered 
respect from students. 
"He is a fantastic teacher. 
He always brings humor and 
insights to all his classes," senior 
Calea Bakee said. "He told 
us the first day of class and 
was really positive. I admire 
he isn't letting this slow him 
down and is affecting his 
teaching as little as possible." This semester, Garner is 
Valentine's Day 
icole sophia sullenger 
Guest 
Space 
Some people thrive on holidays like 
Valentine's Day. I, for one, do not. Don't get 
me wrong, I'm not a hater. I am, however, a 
little weary of guys' abilities to pick out gifts. 
For as long as I can remember, Valentine's 
Day has been a holiday where the boys try too 
hard and the girls remain unimpressed. Boys 
feel the need to suddenly become complex 
and confusing, all in an attempt to display 
their emotions. This bad habit begins at a 
painfully early age and just gets worse and 
worse each year as they get older. In an effort 
to stop this behavior, I thought it might 
be appropriate to share a story or two that 
shows boys exactly what they shouldn't do. 
Let's talk elementary school, fourth 
grade specifically. You know everyone had 
the all-day parties where the class played 
games, ate food and finally - when the 
moment was right - everyone passed out 
their valentines to each other. As I began to 
open one of my valentines from a boy in my 
class, I saw circles of different colors lining 
the page. Now within those circles were long, 
painfully misspelled definitions of each color 
and how they represented my life. One color 
was my smile, another was my smartness, the 
next one was my kindness, and the list went 
on and on. Now I understood he put some 
thought into it, but was I impressed? No. 
Was I confused? Very. Why each of those 
colors meant what they did, I really don't 
know. What I do know is he could have 
saved us both a lot of time and confusion 
by just writing a quick, cheesy love note. 
That would have made my rejection note a 
lot easier to write. 
Let's now just skip ahead to senior year of 
high school. Valentine's Day rolled around, 
and I was feeling pretty good for once. I had 
already been on a few dates with a guy, so I 
was pretty sure I wouldn't be left hanging. 
For as long as I can 
remember, Valentine's 
Day has been a 
holiday where the 
boys try too hard 
and the girls remain 
unimpressed. 
As predicted, after first hour there he was, 
standing there looking good with a pretty 
red rose for me. I , of course, was extremely 
happy about this. That is until I soon learned 
I was not the only girl he had given a rose 
to. There were three of us, all with different 
roses, but from the same guy ... sketchy. 
If we were going to rate my happiness, it 
quickly turned from a pretty solid seven 
to a confused three. To make a long story 
short, I worried and stressed all day only to 
learn that different colored flowers mean 
different kinds of relationships - what 
gives. One girl got the yellow "friendship" 
rose, the other got the light pink "happiness 
and fun" rose, while I walked away with the 
red rose of "love." 
At the end of the day I guess all my 
worries were for nothing, but I pose this 
question: Would it have been too difficult 
to only give one girl a rose on Valentine's 
Day? Was it really necessary to choose Feb. 
14 as the day to proclaim all your feelings of 
friendship? No. No, that was not necessary 
at all. In fact, it was just plain stupid. Stupid 
and confusing. 
Along with the useless note and confusing 
rose, I've gotten ugly porcelain figures and, 
my perso nal favorite, an awkward song 
written about me sung by a boy who just 
cannot sing. Valentine's D ay brings out the 
worst in judgment calls. 
I say all that to say this: Although it 
is highly entertaining, I think we'd all be 
better off if we put the disgustingly cheesy 
ideas aside and just gave something simple 
and thoughtful. There aren't many girls who 
wouldn't appreciate a cute card, a box of 
chocolates and a nice dinner out somewhere. 
And if you're going to give a girl a rose, 
please pretty please, just give one girl a rose. 
Dear Umbrella Thief, 
Please return me my umbrella, 
as stealing it was very Harding 
inappropriate. 
Yours truly, 
Sadly wet girl 
Want to submit your own "Yours Truly"? Use the 
format above to submit your own complaint, commen-
tary or joke about something that happens in your life! 
Send submissions to skyle@harding.edu. 
r--------------------, 
IUDOKU 
3 1 8 
7 2 
7 9 1 
8 2 5 
1 3 9 8 
9 
6 1 2 
5 4 6 
2 7 5 4 
L--------------- - -- - -J 
CONTEST: Win a free Sudoku 
book by being the first 
person to bring the completed 
puzzle to the Bison office 
TODAY (friday) 
cowments? 
S { ncerellj. 
Crazed and COilfused 
Dear Crazed, 
To better serve you I need to know the root of your 
problem; why is it taking you so long to graduate? If 
you just aren't passing your classes I have no reason to 
belittle you, so I will leave that possibility alone. 
If you've changed your major several times and you 
are just shuffling your feet, you have no one to blame 
but yourself. 
I understand, you're unsure what you want to do for 
the rest of your life, but we all are, so get over it and 
graduate. In case you haven't noticed, with the exception 
of a few really technical majors, like art, your degree 
doesn't determine your career. If you have a degree in 
marketing, don't worry; you can still be an astronaut. 
Political science? More like whatever-you-want science! 
As for your self-consciousness, I suggest a good 
senior citizen center. They often have groups for people 
your age who still struggle with things like self-esteem. 
And if you're lucky, you could even meet a girl there. 
Either way, it's all about you; don't forget that. I need 
you to focus on your needs and not on the needs of 
anyone else. You just have to pull up your argyle socks, 
slick back your hair and face the world just as you are. 
Remember, "professional student" is more a state of 
mind than a real thing, so don't forget you're paying 
to be here. Those student loans don't disappear just 
because of a humorous, fake title referencing how long 
you've been in school. 
Keep up the faith, and wait for a Boy Scout to show 
up before you cross the street. 
Sincerely, 
Submit your own question to "Dear DarkRoom" at skyle@harding.edu. 
Warning: Most responses will be humorous and sarcastic. For real advice, 
seek your local counselor or best friend. All responses are from the Bison 
photography staff and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors. 
- - - ---- -------- - - ---------------- - ------- -~ 
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